Koenings' Reeded Edge Half Newsletter #60 


April 15, 2024 


Dear Reeded Edge Half Collector: 

Below are the 3 Main Topics that I intend to discuss: 
1. Jim Koenings discovers the 8" Known 1839 GR-8, Greatly Rotated 
2. 2024 Final Census — Top 15 Collections 


3. The 11" Rarest of the Top 25 Rarest, 1838 GR-16 


Jim Koenings Discovers 8™ Known 1839 GR-8, Greatly Rotated 


Originally, the first 1839 GR-8, Greatly Rotated specimen was reported by Jules Reiver in his 
1988 “Variety Identification Manual for United States Reeded Edge Half Dollars, 1836 — 1839” 
(VIM) on page 32 where he stated the following: 


“1839 JR-9 
Obverse — Bottom point of *3, right point of *13 doubled. Bottom of date weak. 


Reverse — Field inside letters raised in Nl, El, STA, ES, Fl, AMER. Top seriphs of T2 are 
connected to upright by lines. This comes with the reverse greatly rotated.” 


The next time I saw reference to “Greatly Rotated” was in Dick Graham’s 2012 book “A 
Registry of Die Varieties of Reeded Edge Half Dollars, 1836-1839” on page 151 where he stated 
under 1839 GR-8 the following: 


“Note: reverse comes rotated as much as 90 (degrees).” 


In March 2022, I discovered an article in my file cabinet by Leroy Van Allen “United States 
Coins with Major Die Rotation of 90-180 Degrees” dated February 25, 2008 that listed 250 U.S, 
coins from half cents to 1847-O Liberty Head $10 that had Major Die Rotations of 90-180 
degrees. There were no Capped Bust Lettered Edge Halves listed but there was one 1839 
Reeded Edge 50 Cents with 160 degrees CW and (2) 1839-O (one with 164 degrees CW and one 
with 175 degrees CW). 


I found my first 1839 GR-8, Greatly Rotated Reeded Edge Half on eBay on October 14, 2014. It 
had a rotation of 45 degrees CW. 


In February 2022, I found a 2™ 1839 GR-8, Greatly Rotated (135 degrees CW) in a Heritage 
Auction as PCGS XF details. 


In my Koenings’ Reeded Edge Half Newsletter #42 dated October 15, 2022, I reported (5) 1839 
GR-8, Greatly Rotated as existing. 


A 6" specimen was added to the list in February 2023 when John D. (of Chicago) did research in 
Heritage Archives and found the sale of an NGC MS62 specimen with a 59 degree CCW rotation 
in April 2002. At that time there were (19) 1839 GR-8, Normal Rotation known. 


A 7™ specimen was added when B. O. won an auction in StacksandBowers on October 7, 2023 
for a PCGS XF40 specimen that had a 180 degree rotation. It sold for $1,680. 


On March 25, 2024, I was the high bidder in an eBay auction for an 1839 GR-8, Greatly Rotated 
with a 15 degree CW rotation for a PCGS AUS50 specimen. See obverse holder below: 
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1839 GR-8, PCGS AUS0 Obverse 
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Although the obverse on the previous page appears to be in a normal position, it is actually 
rotated about 6 degrees CW in the holder. In Leroy Van Allen’s “Rotated Die Coin 
Measurements” the vertical line should be from the inside right loops of the 8 to the left corner of 
the top of the E. 


There are 3 main stages to the production of 1839 GR-8 half dollars as shown below: 


1. 1839 GR-8, Normal Position — all coins rotated about 9 degrees CCW 
2. 1839 GR-8, Greatly Rotated — every strike in a different rotated position 
3. 1839 GR-8, Late Die Stage — it appears to be about 9 degrees CCW again 


1839 GR-8, Greatly Rotated is the only Reeded Edge Half that started in the Normal Position 
(about 9 degrees Counter-Clockwise) and after an unknown number of strikes the mounts to the 
die broke and each strike after was in a different position. Could be anywhere from 0 to 360 CW 
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1839 GR-8, PCGS AUS50 Reverse 


If the photographer for the grading company had included the reverse photo in its holder the 
rotation would have been more obvious. All grading companies tend to show the large reverse 
photo in a normal position. The reason I can tell is because on the obverse photo the top tab was 
centered at the top and the above reverse photo should have been centered at the bottom. 
However, the tab on the above photo is rotated at least 15 degrees to the right. 


If you were looking at the reverse photo of an 1839 GR-8, Normal Alignment, you would see the 
tab rotated to the left or about 9 degrees CCW. 
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Although, the 8 Known Greatly Rotated doesn’t appear to be “Greatly Rotated” it is definitely 
different than the Normal Alignment of approximately 9 degrees CCW. 


1839 GR-8, Greatly Rotated ( Stage 2) 


Number Approximate Grade Certification Number Date Recorded 
Degrees of Rotation 


1 160 CW unknown. Unknown (Leroy Van Allen) 2-25-08 
2 135 CW PCGS XF detail 98/42862121 (Jim K) 2-22-22 
3 85 CW PCGS AUS53 53/11737797 (Jim K) 1-19-22 
4 75 CW NGC AUS55 308165-016 (X J Reiver) 5-09-07 
=) 45 CW NGC AUS0 3839337-006 (Jim K) 10-11-14 
6 59CCW NGC MS62 1657-006-002 (owner unk) 4-26-02 
7 180 CW PCGS XF40 40/47304158 (B. O.) 10-07-23 
8 15 CW PCGS AUS50 50/35709656 (Jim K) 4-02-24 


At this time there are about 30 or more 1839 GR-8, Normal Alignment known (Stage 1) and 
about seven or eight 1839 GR-8, LDS with die crack on reverse (Stage 3). 


If you own an 1839 GR-8 and do not know what the rotation is, please send me photos of the 


coin showing its obverse and reverse inside the holder to: = bustcoinl@verizon.net and I will 
give you an answer. 


2024 Census for Reeded Edge Halves — 1836 to 1839 


The “2024 Final Census, Top 15 Collections” is attached separately to this Newsletter. 


Most collectors realize that Martin Luther Beistle wrote “A Register of Half Dollar Die Varieties 
and Sub-Varieties” in 1929. Although he described all half dollars prior to 1929, no one has ever 
collected by Beistle Numbers since the descriptions were too vague with comments like “similar 
to” or “same as”. 


In 1967, Al C. Overton wrote the first book “Early Half Dollar Die Varieties, 1794 — 1836” but 
chose to not include Reeded Edge Half Dollars from 1836 to 1839. 


In 1973, Bill Bugert and Randy Wiley wrote several books on Liberty Seated Half Dollars from 
1839 — 1891 but also chose to not include Reeded Edge Halves even though they were both 
designed by Christian Gobrecht. 

In 1988, Jules Reiver wrote “Variety Identification Manual” (VIM) for United States Reeded 
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Edge Half Dollars, 1836 — 1839”. However, most “Bust Half Nuts” and Liberty Seated Half 
collectors found it difficult to use and continued to ignore the series. 


In July 2012, after 15 years of research, Dick Graham had his book “A Registry of Die Varieties 
of Reeded Edge Half Dollars, 1836 — 1839” printed. It quickly became the “standard” for the 
industry, being accepted by all auction firms and price guides. The original 325 copies were sold 
out by 2015. 


In January 2018, Dick Graham allowed David Kahn to print an additional 100 copies. The 
original book cost $65 in 2012 and the reprint cost $95 plus $5 for shipping and handling. The 
reprint is currently sold out. 


In February 2018, I printed 100 copies of my book “Reeded Edge Half Dollars, 1836 to 1839, R- 
4 to R-8 Die Varieties”. It had photos and information on the Top 18 Rarest Die Marriages and 
was sold out by December 2019. 


In November 2018, I published the First Census of Reeded Edge Halves in the November 2018 
issue of the J. R. Journal. 22 collectors reported their census with only one collector having all 
56 die marriages. At the time, I owned 53 die marriages and was missing only the 1838-O GR-1 
(9 known), 1839-O GR-2 (1 known) and the 1839-O GR-3 (1 known) and it was the 2"! most 
complete die marriage collection. 


My 2™ Census for Reeded Edge Halves was published in the October 2021 monthly for E- 
Gobrecht and in the November 2021 issue of J R Journal. 37 collectors reported their census 
with 9 collectors having 40 or more die marriages. 15‘ Place had 17 die marriages. 


Since the 2021 Census, I have added some special die varieties to the 56 known die marriages. I 
believe every Reeded Edge Half collector should be looking for the following: 


1. 1837 GR-24, Broad Collar, it comes on an oversized planchet that measures 1.245” 
2. 1837 GR-24, Normal, it comes with a 1.217” diameter 


Collectors might also notice that 1837 GR-25 (the rarest 1837 die marriage) comes with a 
diameter of 1.245”. All other 1837 diameters are smaller. 


As mentioned earlier in this Newsletter, every collector should be looking for the 3 stages of 
1839 GR-8 (Normal, Greatly Rotated and Late Die Stage with die break). Again, every strike of 
1839 GR-8, Greatly Rotated comes with a different rotation. Listed earlier, there are now 8 
different positions of rotation ranging from 0 degrees to 360 degrees. For some strange reason, 
the 1839 GR-8, Normal Alignment and the 1839 GR-8, Late Die Stage all come with an 
approximate 9 degree Counter Clockwise Rotation. 


Collectors should also be looking for both versions of 1839-O GR-4. In the first half of 
production, the 1839-O, Medallic Alignment was struck upside down and the the 2 half of 
production it was struck in a Normal Alignment. 


1839 GR-8 and 1839-O GR-4 are the only Bust Half Dollars that come Greatly Rotated. 
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Before looking at the attached “2024 Final Census” you should be aware of these facts: 


. Those collectors with a B in front of their name are Bust Half Nut members 

. Those collectors with L are Life Members of John Reich Collectors Society 

. Those collectors that are initials are non members of JRCS 

. RPD = Number of specimens reported 

. Those collectors with a,b,c after a number or initials reported duplicates 
(they were either die stage collectors or had more than one collection) 


aA BWN Re 


Since several collectors reported duplicates, the total number of collections reported was 46. 
There was a tie for 14 and 15" Place with each collector reporting 19 die marriages. 


Because of the importance of Frank Goss collections (he is listed as 212a and 212b) even though 
he has passed away, I have included them in the 2024 Census. Frank Goss is one of the few 
collectors that originally collected by JR (Jules Reiver numbers). In the 2018 Census, Frank sent 
me his JR Numbers and I converted them to GR Numbers. Prior to the 2021 Census, Frank Goss 
emailed me saying he owned at least 8 different 1839-O GR-4’s. When I tried to contact Frank 
for the 2024 Census, I discovered that he had passed away in January 2022. In the 2021 Census, 
Frank Goss (212a) was the 3"! most complete set of Reeded Edge Halves. Frank apparently lived 
near Dick Graham and had several conversations with Dick when he went to the Baltimore Coin 
Shows. Both Dick Graham and I agree that we have not seen any coin auctions where Frank 
Goss’ coins have sold. 


At this time, I would like to thank all the collectors that provided me with their census. Collector 
B. O. is the newest addition to the Top 15 Collections, now in 4™ Place, having at least 53 


different die marriages. 


When you look at the 2024 Census be aware of this fact; the diagnostics for 1837 GR-19 
disappear quickly therefore most collectors can only attribute high grade specimens. 


If you have any questions about the 2024 Final Census, contact me at bustcoin] @verizon.net 


Top 25 Reeded Edge Halves (Cont.) 


Last month’s Newsletter #59 provided large photos and information on the 1839 GR-3 die 
marriage. It was the 12" Rarest Capped Bust Reeded Edge Half Dollar and I rated it R-5 (31 to 
75 known) when I established new rarity ratings for all Reeded Edge Halves in December 2022. 


1838 GR-16 (11™ Rarest) 
In 2012, Dick Graham listed 1838 GR-16 as the 2" rarest die marriage for the year 1838. At that 
time, it was rated R-4 (76 to 200 known) and had the following census: 66, 62, 58, 55, 53, 50, 50 
and 45. In my 2021 Census, I showed 58, 55, 50, 45, 45, 45, 40, 35, 35 and 6. 
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Jules Reiver discovered this die marriage on March 1, 1990. At that time, it was known as 1838 
JR-20. It was the 3™ new die marriage discovered after Jules’ VIM was printed in 1988. 


1838 GR-16, PCGS MS62 Obverse (Photo Courtesy of Heritage) 


The above photo shows what was the 2™ finest known when it sold in a Heritage Auction in 
February 2018 for $3,360. It is easily identified by the 2"4 8 being dramatically recut at the 
bottom right (see circle above). This specimen is a Very Late Die Stage (VLDS) having a die 
crack from Liberty’s Chin to Star 3. An additional crack starts at the rim just left of 1 in the date 
and continues up near Liberty’s Ear and then to Star 7. 
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1838 GR-16, PCGS MS62 Reverse (Photo Courtesy of Heritage) 


The above photo shows Reverse M, the final reverse die of 13 known for the year 1838. Some 
points to note are a build up that is seen under TED and LF D are weak, especially F2. There is 
also an extra line, just below the crossbar between stripes 5 and 6 (it may be hard to see). Many 
of the lines in the stripes extend past the Number 1 Crossbar with the middle line of Stripe 4 
extending the farthest (above the 2™ Crossbar). 


Next month’s Newsletter #61 will have large photos and information on the 1837 GR-10 die 
marriage (the 10" Rarest Reeded Edge Half). 


Clock Face Showing All 8 Known Positions of 
1839 GR-8, Greatly Rotated 


Anyone that would like to receive a 2-page document that shows all 8 known 
positions of 1839 GR-8, Greatly Rotated and a list of 30+ 1839 GR-8, Normal 
Alignment can email me at: 


bustcoin! @verizon.net 


Although the Number 8 Discovery is only 15 degrees clockwise (less Wow 
Factor), it is very different from the 1839 GR-8, Normal Alignment that averages 
9-degree rotation counterclockwise. 


Update on 1839 Book 


There are only 46 books still available. This book took over 10 years of research 
to produce and includes very large photos (6” in diameter) of all 15 known die 
marriages for 1839, including Liberty Seated Half Dollars. It contains 80 pages of 
which 65 have photos. It comes with mylar covers and a spiral binding that allows 
you to view both pages of a particular die marriage. 


This is the only update since Dick Graham’s original book was printed in 2012. It 
includes updated rarity values and lots of new information. You may purchase a 
copy by sending either a check or money order for $43 (including postage) to: 


Jim Koenings 


P.O. Box 2382 
Riverside, CA 92516 


Happy Hunting! 


2024 FINAL CENSUS 
Top 15 Collections 


Reeded Edge Half Dollars - 1836 to 1839 
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